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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Subject:    "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  THE  F.&.D-A."    From  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration, U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Today,  homemakers,  our  Washington  correspondent  presents  her  news  in  head- 
lines.  Here  they  are: 

First  —  "WORLD'S  WONDER  MEDICINE  COMPANY  FOUND  GUILTY" 

Second  —  "DYNAMITE  USED  IN  PREPARATION  OF  NITRO- GLYCERIN  TABLETS" 

And  now,  the  stories  that  accompany  these  headlines.     First,  we'll  see  why 
the  "World's  Wonder  Medicine  Company"  was  found  guilty  of  violating  the  Federal 
Food  and  Drugs  Act . 

Quoting  today's  report:     "The  World's  Wonder  Medicine  Company,  operated  by 
two  Detroit  negroes,  was  found  guilty  of  violating  the  Federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
resorts  the  Chicago  Station.     The  company  was  fined  two  hundred  dollars,  which  was 
suspended  for  five  years  by  the  Court,  with  the  provision  that  the  firm  discontinue 
business  until  such  time  as  it  brought  its  products  into  compliance  with  the  law. 

"In  sentencing  the  World's  Wonder  Medicine  Company,  the  Judge  stated  that  the 
Court's  primary  concern  in  violations  of  this  type  was  the  removal  of  'fake  medi- 
cines' from  the  market.     The  product  involved,   'World's  Wonder  System  Builder,1 
manufactured  by  the  defendant,  was  sold  under  a  label  which  claimed  that  it  was  a 
treatment  for  such  serious  disorders  as  kidney  troubles,  blood  diseases,  rheumatism, 
and  others.    Government  analysis  showed  that  the  medicine  consisted  essentially  of 
epsom  salts  and  a  laxative  plant  drug,  and  was  worthless  in  the  treatment  of  the 
indicated  diseases. " 

So  much  for  the  "World's  Wonder  Medicine  Company,"  and  the  "World's  Wonder 
System  Builder . 11 

Now  let's  read  the  next  item  —  "Dynamite  Used  in  Preparation  of  Nitro- 
glycerin Tablets."    Quoting:     "The  St.  Louis  Station  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  reports  a  fine  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  costs,  imposed 
on  a  company  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  for  shipping  nitro-glycerin  tablets  manufactured 
from  a  so-called  'extract'  prepared  by  soaking  commercial  dynamite  in  alcohol. 

"This  important  drug  item  —  the  nitro-glycerin  tablets  —  often  used  as  an 
emergency  treatment  in  very  serious  diseases,  was  found  86  percent  short  of  the 
declared  strength.     It  also  contained  a  foreign  substance,  ammonium  nitrate,  which 
the  St.  Louis  Station  had  never  before  encountered  in  examinations  of  nitro-glycerin 
tablets." 
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That's  all  of  the  direct  quotation.  Our  correspondent  adds  the  statement 
that  it  mast  have  "been  something  of  a  surprise  to  the  St.  Louis  Station,  to  find 
something  brand  new  in  the  way  of  an  adulterant. 

And  now,  to  change  the  subject  somewhat  abruptly,  here's  a  question  from  a 
homeraaker  who's  planning  to  make  jelly  this  summer,  to  sell  in  interstate  commerce, 
and  she  wants  to  know  about  the  rules  for  labeling. 

Well,  as  I've  said  before,  quoting  from  one  of  our  official  reports,  if 
you're  planning  to  make  jelly  or  preserves,  to  sell  in  interstate  commerce  —  that 
is,  to  sell  outside  your  own  State  —  remember  that  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration, as  well  as  many  States  and  some  cities  —  have  standards  for  jelly  on 
sale.    If  you  intend  to  ship  home-made  jams,  preserves,   and  jellies  in  interstate 
commerce,  you  should  acquaint  yourselves  with  Federal,  State,  and  local  rules  gov- 
erning the  labeling  of  such  products. 

"When  homemakers  put  up  preserves  they  measure  or  weigh  the  fruit  and  the 
sugar,  and  use  approximately  the  same  amounts  of  each.     This  old-fashioned  rule  is 
the  basis  of  the  Government's  advisory  standards.    Even  the  best  'store'  preserves 
are  made  by  the  time-honored  recipe  —  fruit  and  sugar,  half  and  half. 

"It  is  not  against  the  law  to  sell  an  imitation  product,  provided  that  it  is 
correctly  labeled  as  an  imitation.     The  imitation  of  course  is  wholesome  or  it 
could  not  be  shipped  in  interstate  commerce.     A  sample  label  for  imitation  preserves 
reads  as  follows:     ' IMITATION  STRAWBERRY  PRESERVES.    Prepared  from  35  parts  fruit 
to  55  parts  sugar  with  added  pectin  in  solution.    Not  concentrated.'     If  the  manu- 
facturer has  added  fruit  acid  or  artificial  color  to  his  product,  he  must  state 
these  facts  on  the  label. 

"If  one  of  your  hobbies  is  collecting  facts  about  the  food  you  buy,  and  if 
you'd  like  to  know  more  about  the  preserves ,  jams ,  and  j ellies  you  buy  from  the 
store,  send  to  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  Washington,  D-  C,  for  a 
copy  of  SERVICE  AND  REGULATORY  ANNOUNCEMENTS,  Food  and  Drug  Number  2. 

"On  page  9  of  this  leaflet  you  will  find  definitions  and  standards  for 
preserves,  jelly,  citrus  fruit  marmalade,  apple  butter,  and  other  fruit  products. 
Apple  butter,  you  will  be  glad  to  learn,  must  contain  'not  less  than  five  parts  by 
weight  of  strained  apples  to  each  two  parts  of  sugar  .   .   .   .' " 

This  concludes  today' s  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 
If  you  want  a  copy  of  the  fruit  and  fruit-product  definitions  mentioned  in  this  re- 
port, send  your  name  and  address  to  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration, 
Washington,  D.  C . ,  and  ask  for  SERVICE  AND  REGULATORY  ANNOUNCEMENTS ,  Food  and  Drug 
Number  2. 
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